Alberta Cooley McCrory

Alberta Cooley McCrory is the fourth of ten children born to the late George and Elizabeth Cooley of Hobson City, Alabama. She grew up in Hobson City with her nine siblings. The family was a member of New Hope Baptist Church. Learning and participating in Sunday School and Church activities was as important as public school. She graduated from Calhoun County Training School in 1966 and enrolled at Jacksonville State University. She later attended Talladega College in Talladega, Alabama. In 1992, she received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Jacksonville State University, Jacksonville, Alabama.

In 1999, she was awarded dual degrees: the Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Christian Education from Interdenominational Theological Center/Morehouse School of Religion, Atlanta, Georgia. She completed an internship in Clinical Pastoral Education at Carraway Methodist Medical Center, Birmingham, Alabama.

Alberta was an active participant in the Civil Right’s movement and participated in the Historic Selma to Montgomery March. In 1970, she was hired by the City of Anniston; becoming the first African American female hired in a non custodial position. She has worked in city, county and state governments, non profit organizations, and corporations.

She attend the Memorial Service in Washington for victims of 9/11 and provided pastoral care for family members and friends of victims. In April of 2004, she attended the hearing of The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States where Dr. Connzaleezza Rice, National Security Advisory to President Bush gave her testimony.

In October of 2005, while attending the funeral of Rosa Parks, Mother of the Civil Right’s Movement, she was asked to co- convene a special service in the Fellowship Hall before the funeral services for more than 300 people who had come to St. Paul AME Church in Montgomery, Alabama to pay their respect to Rosa Parks.

Alberta was elected Mayor of Hobson City, Alabama’s oldest incorporated black city in August of 2008. In 1972, McCrory was the first woman in Hobson City’s history to run for mayor; she was defeated in 1972, and defeated again in 1976.The Mayor has a one daughter Rae Treal McCrory, who resides in Locus Grove Georgia. 
